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Abstract

Agricultural practices that aim at sustainability but relies solely on government support
rarely achieves success. Farming system development following the King's Philosophy: KhokNong
Na Model is an adaptive agricultural water management approach that allocates proportion
of space for storing water in 1) Khok - a mound, which attempts to keep capillary water
in the soil by covering it with three-type forests, four benefits; 2)Nong - a pond, which is
a low-lying area; and 3) Na - paddy field, that is modified to have higher and wider edge in
order to store more water. This water management technique is a change of mindsets that
would lead to a self-reliance development, improve relationship in societies especially between
household-temple-school, build agricultural network and promote agricultural knowledge
exchange. All of these factors contribute to sustainable agriculture. Farmers can produce
enough for their family's living, enhance adaptive capacity and resilience to climate change,
and certainly support Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The study presents a guideline
to farming system development following the King's Philosophy: KhokNong Na Model through
training workshops “The King's Philosophy and Farming System Development" in pilot areas:
Prachinbuririver basin (Huay Sa-Mong sub-basin) and Pasakriver basin. "Social collaboration”
was used for evaluation and follow-up. The study evaluation shows that all trainees intend to
adopt the principle and knowledge from workshops to their own work. Moreover, all of them
indicate that the workshops were worth attending and met their expectation. The follow-up
study concluded three ways to implement KhokNongNa Model, which are 1) driven by farmer
network, 2) driven by farmers with government support, and 3) driven by the integration of
government agencies.Most importantly, implementation and promotion of KhokNong Na
Model must take into account socio-geographic, soil, water and climate condition of the area

in order to achieve a real sustainable success.

Keyword: The King's Philosophy, KhokNong Na Model (Mound Pond Paddy FieldModel)

Sustainable, Social collaboration, Socio -Geographic
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